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SAMUEL PEPYS

rrom The Diary

Samuel Pepys (1633—1703) was the son of a rural tailor. Despite this humble origin,
he rose to become one of the great men of his day, England’s first secretary of the
Admiralty, a member of Parliament, president of the Royal Society, and a baron of
the Cinque Ports. He was the confidant of kings, familiar with both Charles 1I and
James II. Yet, he is best remembered as the author of his diary, which offers a lively
and fascinating account of life in Restoration England from 1660 to 1669. Educated
at Magdalene College, Cambridge, he entered the service of his cousin, Admiral Ed-
ward Montagu, a favorite of Lord Protector Cromwell. He sailed as his cousin’s sec-
retary with the fleet that brought Charles II home from exile, after which he was
appointed a clerk in the Admiralty. He found his vocation attending to the business
matters of the Royal Navy, studied shipbuilding, victualing, and accounting, and so
began a distinguished career in the naval administration. He distinguished himself
during the Second Dutch War (1665-1667), at which time plague and fire ravaged
London. He eventually rose to a position that combined the authority of first lord
and secretary for the Admiralty, a position he held until the end of James II's reign.
He retired in 1689 and spent the remainder of his life amassing a library, corre-
sponding with scholars, and preparing a history of the Royal Navy. Yet the work for
which he is best remembered had been completed some twenty years prior. His diary
is a singular combination of the small and large events that convey intimately and
frankly the sense of a life and time.

From The Diary of Samuel Pepys, edited by Richard Le Gallienne (New York: Modern
Library, 2001), pp. 142-68.

1665 that carried [us] cannot know me again, nor the
people at the house where we were. Home to bed,

= 5 % certain news being come that our fleete is in sight
JUNE 1sT. I took coach and to Westminster  of the Dutch ships.

Hall, where I took the fairest flower, and by coach
to Tothill Fields for the ayre till it was dark. I
light, and in with the fairest flower to eat a cake,
and there did do as much as was safe with my
flower, and that was enough on my part. Broke
up, and away without any notice, and, after deliv-
ering the rose where it should be, I to the Temple
and ’light, and come to the middle door, and there
took another coach, and so home to write letters,
but very few, God knows, being by my pleasure 3rp. All this day by all people upon the River,
made to forget everything that is. The coachman and almost every where else hereabout were heard

2np. Up and to the Duke of Albemarle, but
missed him. Thence to the Harp and Ball and to
Westminster Hall, where I visited “the flowers” in
each place, and so met with Mr. Creed, and he
and I to Mrs. Croft’s to drink and did, but saw
not her daughter Borroughes.
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the guns, our two fleets for certain being engaged;
which was confirmed by letters from Harwich, but
nothing particular: and all our hearts full of con-
cernment for the Duke, and I particularly for my
Lord Sandwich and Mr. Coventry after his Royall
Highnesse.

4TH. (SUNDAY). Newes being come that our
fleete is pursuing the Dutch, who, either by cun-
ning, or by being worsted, do give ground, but
nothing more for certain.

5TH. Thence home to dinner, after ’Change,
where great talke of the Dutch being fled and we
in pursuit of them, and that our ship Charity is
lost upon our Captain’s, Wilkinson, and Lieuten-
ant’s yielding, but of this there is no certainty.

7tH. This day, much against my will, I did in
Drury Lane see two or three houses marked with
a red cross upon the doors, and “Lord have mercy
upon us” writ there; which was a sad sight to me,
being the first of the kind that, to my remem-
brance, I ever saw. It put me into an ill conception
of myself and my smell, so that I was forced to
buy some roll-tobacco to smell to and chaw,
which took away the apprehension.

8TH. Alone at home to dinner, my wife,
mother, and Mercer dining at W. Joyce’s; I giving
her a caution to go round by the Half Moone to
his house, because of the plague. I to my Lord
Treasurer’s by appointment of Sir Thomas In-
gram’s, to meet the Goldsmiths; where I met with
the great news at last newly come, brought by Bab
May from the Duke of Yorke, that we have totally
routed the Dutch; that the Duke himself, the
Prince, my Lord Sandwich and Mr. Coventry are
all well which did put me into such joy, that I
forgot almost all other thoughts. Admirall Opdam
blown up, Trump killed, and said by Holmes; all
the rest of their admiralls, as they say, but Everson
are killed: we having taken and sunk, as is be-
lieved, about 24 of their best ships; killed and
taken near 8 or 10,000 men, and lost, we think,
not above 700. A great[er] victory never known in

the world. They are all fled, some 43 got into the
Texell, and others elsewhere, and we in pursuit of
the rest. Thence, when my heart full of joy, home,
and to my office a little; then to my Lady Pen’s,
where they are all joyed and not a little puffed up
at the good successe of their father; and good ser-
vice indeed is said to have been done by him. Had
a great bonfire at the gate; and I with my Lady
Pen’s people and others to Mrs. Turner’s great
room, and then down into the streete. I did give
the boys 4s. among them, and mighty merry. So
home to bed, with my heart at great rest and
quiett, saving that the consideration of the victory
is too great for me presently to comprehend.

9tH. Lay long in bed, my head akeing with too
much thoughts I think last night.

10TH. In the evening home to supper; and

 there, to my great trouble, hear that the plague is

come into the City (though it hath these three or
four weeks since its beginning been wholly out of
the City); but where should it begin but in my
good friend and neighbour’s, Dr. Burnett, in Fan-
church Street: which in both points troubles me
mightily. To the office to finish my letters and
then home to bed, being troubled at the sicknesse,
and my head filled also with other business
enough, and particularly how to put my things
and estate in order, in case it should please God
to call me away, which God dispose of to his glory.

11tH (LorD’s DAY). Up, and expected long a
new suit; but, coming not, dressed myself in my
late new black silke camelott suit; and, when fully
ready, comes my new one of coloured ferrandin,
which my wife puts me out of love with, which
vexes me, but I think it is only my not being used
to wear colours which makes it look a little unu-
sual upon me. To my chamber and there spent
the morning reading. I out of doors a little, to
shew, forsooth, my new suit, and back again, and
in going I saw poor Dr. Burnett’s door shut; but
he hath, I hear, gained great goodwill among his
neighbours; for he discovered it himself first, and




caused himself to be shut up of his own accord:
which was very handsome.

15TH. The towne grows very sickly, and people
to be afeard of it; there dying this last week of the
plague 112, from 43 the week before, whereof but
[one] in Fanchurch-streete, and one in Broad-
streete, by the Treasurer’s office.

16TH. I to White Hall, where the Court is full
of the Duke and his courtiers returned from sea.
All fat and lusty, and ruddy by being in the sun.

17tH. It struck me very deep this afternoon
going with a hackney coach from my Lord Treas-
urer’s down Holborne, the coachman I found to
drive easily and easily, at last stood still, and come
down hardly able to stand, and told me that he
was suddenly struck very sicke, and almost blind,
he could not see; so I ’light and went into another
coach, with a sad heart for the poor man and trou-
ble for myself, lest he should have been struck
with the plague, being at the end of the towne that
I took him up; but God have mercy upon us all!

20tH. This day I informed myself that there
died four or five at Westminster of the plague in
one alley in several houses upon Sunday last, Bell
Alley, over against the Palace-gate; yet people do
think that the number will be fewer in the towne
than it was the last weeke.

21sT. So homewards and to the Cross Keys at
Cripplegate, where I find all the towne almost go-
ing out of towne, the coaches and waggons being
all full of people going into the country. Here I
had some of the company of the tapster’s wife a
while, and so home to my office, and then home
to supper and to bed.

23RrD. So home by hackney coach, which is be-
come a very dangerous passage now-a-days, the
sickness increasing mightily, and to bed.

261H. The plague encreases mightily, I this day
seeing a house, at a bitt-maker’s over against St.
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Clement’s Church, in the open street, shut up;
which is a sad sight.

291H. Up and by water to White Hall, where the
Court full of waggons and people ready to go out of
towne. To the Harp and Ball, and there drank and
talked with Mary, she telling me in discourse that
she lived lately at my neighbour’s, Mr. Knightly,
which made me forbear further discourse. This end
of the towne every day grows very bad of the plague.
The Mortality Bill is come to 267; which is about
ninety more than the last: and of these but four in
the City, which is a great blessing to us.

30TH. Thus this book of two years ends. My-
self and family in good health, consisting of myself
and wife, Mercer, her woman, Mary, Alice, and
Susan our maids, and Tom my boy. In a sickly
time of the plague growing on. Having upon my
hands the troublesome care of the Treasury of
Tangier, with great sums drawn upon me, and
nothing to pay them with: also the business of the
office great. Consideration of removing my wife to
Woolwich; she lately busy in learning to paint,
with great pleasure and successe. All other things
well; especially a new interest I am making, by a
match in hand between the eldest son of Sir G.
Carteret, and my Lady Jemimah Montagu.

* * *

AugusT 18T. Slept, and lay long; then up and
my Lord [Crew] and Sir G. Carteret being gone
abroad, I first to see the bridegroom and bride,
and found them both up, and he gone to dress
himself. Both red in the face, and well enough
pleased this morning with their night’s lodging.

2np. Up, it being a publique fast, as being the
first Wednesday of the month, for the plague; I
within doors all day, and upon my monthly ac-
counts late, I did find myself really worth £1,900,
for which the great God of Heaven and Earth be
praised!

5TH. In the morning up, and my wife showed
me several things of her doing, especially one fine
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woman’s Persian head mighty finely done beyond
what I could expect of her; and so away by water,
having ordered in the yarde six or eight bargemen
to be whipped, who had last night stolen some of
the King’s cordage from out of the yarde.

10TH. By and by to the office, where we sat all
the morning; in great trouble to see the Bill this
week rise so high, to above 4,000 in all, and of
them above 3,000 of the plague. And an odd story
of Alderman Bence’s stumbling at night over a
dead corps in the street, and going home and tell-
ing his wife, she at the fright, being with child, fell
sicke and died of the plague. Thence to the office
and, after writing letters, home, to draw over anew
my will, which I had bound myself by oath to
dispatch by to-morrow night; the town growing
so unhealthy, that a man cannot depend upon liv-
ing two days to an end.

11tH. Up, and all day long finishing and writ-
ing over my will twice, for my father and my wife,
only in the morning a pleasant rencontre hap-
pened in having a young married woman brought
me by her father, old Delkes, that carries pins al-
ways in his mouth, to get her husband off that he
should not go to sea, une contre pouvait avoir done
any cose cum elle, but I did nothing, si ni baisser
her. After they were gone my mind run upon hav-
ing them called back again, and I sent a messenger
to Blackwall, but he failed. So I lost my expec-
tation.

12tH. The people die so, that now it seems
they are fain to carry the dead to be buried by
day-light, the nights not sufficing to do it in. And
my Lord Mayor commands people to be within at
nine at night all, as they say, that the sick may
have liberty to go abroad for ayre.

14tH. This night I did present my wife with
the dyamond ring, awhile since given me by Mr.
Dicke Vines’s brother, for helping him to be a
purser, valued at about £10, the first thing of that
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nature [ did ever give her. Great fears we have that
the plague will be a great Bill this weeke.

15tH. Up by 4 o’clock and walked to Green-
wich, where called at Captain Cocke’s and to his
chamber, he being in bed, where something put
my last night’s dream into my head, which I think
is the best that ever was dreamt, which was that I
had my Lady Castlemayne in my armes and was
admitted to use all the dalliance I desired with her,
and then dreamt that this could not be awake, but
that it was only a dream; but that since it was a
dream, and that I took so much real pleasure in
it, what a happy thing it would be if when we are
in our graves (as Shakespeere resembles it) we
could dream, and dream but such dreams as this,
that then we should not need to be so fearful of
death, as we are this plague time. It was dark be-
fore I could get home, and so land at Churchyard
stairs, where, to my great trouble, I met a dead
corps of the plague, in the narrow ally just bring-
ing down a little pair of stairs. But I thank God I
was not much disturbed at it. However, I shall
beware of being late abroad again.

- 191H. Our fleete is come home to our great
grief with not above five weeks’ dry, and six days’
wet provisions: however, must out again. Having’
read all this news, and received commands of the
Duke with great content, he giving me the words
which to my great joy he hath several times said
to me that his greatest reliance is upon me. And
my Lord Craven also did come out to talk with
me, and told me that [ am in mighty esteem with
the Duke, for which I bless God.

28tH. Up, and being ready I out to Mr. Colvill,
the goldsmith’s, having not for some days been in
the streets; but now how few people I see, and
those looking like people that had taken leave of
the world.

30tH. Up betimes and to my business of set-
tling my house and papers, and then abroad and
met with Hadley, our clerke, who, upon my asking




how the plague goes, he told me it encreases
much, and much in our parish; for, says he, there
died nine this week, though I have returned but
six: which is a very ill practice, and makes me
think it is so in other places; and therefore the
plague much greater than people take it to be.
Thence, walked towards Moorefields to see (God
forbid my presumption!) whether I could see any
dead corps going to the grave; but, as God would
have it, did not. But, Lord! how every body’s
looks, and discourse in the street is of death, and
nothing else, and few people going up and down,
that the towne is like a place distressed and
forsaken.

31st. Up; and, after putting several things in
order to my removal, to Woolwich; the plague
having a great encrease this week, beyond all ex-
pectation of almost 2,000, making the general Bill
7,000, odd 100; and the plague above 6,000. Thus
this month ends with great sadness upon the pub-
lick, through the greatness of the plague every
where through the kingdom almost. Every day
sadder and sadder news of its encrease. In the City
died this week 7,496, and of them 6,102 of the
plague. But it is feared that the true number of
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the dead this week is near 10,000; partly from the
poor that cannot be taken notice of, through
the greatness of the number, and partly from the
Quakers and others that will not have any bell ring
for them. Our fleete gone out to find the Dutch,
we having about 100 sail in our fleete, and in them
the Soveraigne one; so that it is a better fleete than
the former with the Duke was.

* * *

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How would you characterize life in Restoration

England as it is portrayed in Pepys’s diary?

Why is Pepys so little moved by the suffering

of Londoners during the plague?

3. What image of domestic life do we derive from
Pepys’s accounts?

4. What is Pepys’s relationship with Lady Castle-
mayne?

5. What sense does he offer of the relationship
between aristocrats and commoners? How does
it differ from accounts of France in the mid-
seventeenth century? How might you explain
the surprising degree of familiarity?

[3%]

Coffee House Society

Coffee is an example of the impact of overseas trade and colonial empire on the
consumption and lifestyle of ordinary Europeans. The bean’s historical origins are
shrouded in legend. What seems clear is that they were taken to Arabia from Africa
during the fifteenth century and placed under cultivation. Introduced into Europe
during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, they gained almost immediate popu-
larity. Served at coffeehouses, the first of which was established in London around
1650, coffee’s consumption became an occasion for transacting political, social, com-
mercial, or literary business. So great was the demand for coffee that European mer-
chants took it from the Arabian Peninsula to Java, Indonesia, and the Americas.




