Cathicosth-Century W

Wartare at the time was in a kind of classical phase. which strongly affected the develop-
nient of elaborate. and indecisive. The enlisted
runks of armies and navies were filled with men considered cconomically useless. picked
up b recruiting officers dmong unwary loungers in faverns or on the wharves, All govern-
ments protected their productive popul

ation, peasints, mechanics., und bourgeais, prefer-
ring to keep them at home. at work,

cirolled for Jong terms, paid w
fved in barracks or great forts

events. It was somewhat slow, formal .

and paying taxes. Soldiers became o class apart,
ages. professional in their outlook . and highly trained. They
and were dressed in bright uniforms (like the British “red-
coats™), which, since camoutlage way unnecessary, they wore even in battle, Weapom
were not powerful: infantry was predominant and was armied with the smooth-bore muske!
to which the bayonet could be attached. In war the troops depended on great supply l'jl‘?”“
butlt up beforehand. which were practically immovable with the transportation a\'mlahh‘j
so that armies, at least in central and western Europe, rarely operated more than a fe$
days™ march from their bases, Soldiers fought methodically for pay. Generals hesitated n.)
risk their troops, which took years to train and cquip and were very expensive. Slmlt‘i-‘.‘f
took the form not of sceking out the enemy’s main force 1o destroy it in battle but ¢

maneuvering for advantages of position, applying a cumulative and subtle
pressure somewhat as in o game of chess.,

There was linde nationa feeling, or feeling of uny kind, The Prat ihe
army recruited half or more of i enlisted personnel outside Prussié: ol
British army wus fargely mude up of Hanoverian or other German regiments: mlm?-zc
French army had German unigy incorporated in it. Deserters from one side were ‘_3[,1::7:!‘
by the other. War was between governments, or between the oligarchies and ar!

Latdle aational feeling pussian
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It was characteristic of the seventeenth century that very small states were able to play an
influential part in European affairs, seemingly out of all proportion to their size. The main
reason why small states could act as great powers was that armies were sm:ai.l zmdv
weapons were simple. Difficulties of supply and communica[i(mx.nlhc poor c:nndnmn.of
the roads, the lack of maps, the absence of general sta [fs. together with many other admin-
istrative and technical difficulties. reduced the number of soldiers who could be success-
fully managed in a campaign. The battles of the Thirty Years™ War, on the average, “.Icr?
fought by armics of less than 20,000 men. And while Louis XIV, by the last years (?1 l’"us
reign, built up a military establishment aggregating some 4()(}.0.00. ihcj actu‘a] fu,ld mm:g:.s
in the wars of Louis XIV did not exceed. on the average. 40.000. Afﬁmlcs n,l ‘h_lh hree were
well within the reach of smaller POWETS. If especially well 1ramcd: (!i.\CI]’)‘IH\C(-l, ;m‘;i
equipped, and if ably commanded, the armies of small powers C{)L‘lld.d(l:!llc'a[ tl::):: gL a: lljlicitl
farger neighbors. On this fact, fundamentally, the German state of Prussia wa: ‘

The Terrtorial Growth of Brandenburg-Prussia

In the long run it was to be Prussia that dominated this part of |
famous for its “militarism.” which may be said to exjs when mili
values permeate all other spheres of life. Through its influence on Germany over a period
of two centuries it played 4 momentous part in the modemn world, The %m{lh c()m[[::}, i
Baltic, where Prussia was 1o arise, was an unpromising site for the creation of a strong
political power. It was an uninviting country, thinly populated, with poor soil and without
mineral resources, more backward than Saxony or Bohemia, nog g4 mention the busy cen-
ters of south Germany and western Europe. It was a flat open plain, merging Empcrcc;tihly
into Poland, without prominent physical features or natural frongiers (sec maps, pp. 4-5,

urope, Prussia became
tary needs and military
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(04, 208 209, The coastal region dircclf\

G
;:j poranid. Inland fromit, shut off from the SCd, wWas l';):::d:;(;)I::rt*s\:x::j[:.l:m\:d:b klmf\?:‘n _3*
ﬁl denburg had been tounded in the Middje Agesas g border state, a “my lrI\L ot
o e Holy Roman Empire. to fight the bat)es of the empire against [‘w I}OT ﬂfdrf.h
\é‘\* Its ruler, the MATLTAVE, Was one of the seven princes who. afier 13356 liii:]:;[:

foly Roman Emperor. Hence he was commonly called the Elector of Br:

indenbure . Afie
clectors were always of the Hohenzollern family, enburg. After

115 the
Al Germany east of the Elbe. including Brandenburg, Hiarcsmpll Soessae

sedioy al conguest by the (u‘s man-speaking pLop}L\_._{lk. Geriijan Drang Govtans expoed :
oo Oven, or dive 1o the East, From the Elbe 1o Poland, German cop.  ©Htnd
orors and settlers had replaced the Slavs, elimin; ating them or absorbing
B by mtern: uriage. Eastward from andnnhurﬂ. and outside the Holy Roman Empire

od o region inhabited by Shnvie peoples. Neat to the east came “Prussig” \\'}hich‘
syepnnilhy was 1o give it name 1o all territories of the Hohenzollern monarchy. Ti1i\ orig-
. p ussia tormed part ot the lands of the Teutonic Kuights, a military crusading order
which had vonguered and Christianized the native peoples in the thirteenth century. Except
ity sencoast along the Badue, the duchy of Prussia was totally enclosed by the Polish
vingdom. To the north, along the Balue, as far as the Gulf of Finland. German minorities
imved among Lithuanans, Latvians (or Letts), and Estonians. The towns were German,
founded as Germuan commercial colonies in the Middle Ages. and many of the landlords
were Germuan alsosdescendants of the Teutonic Knights. and later known as

N
Pyt
ik i

i

e

et

the “Balte barons.” '
Modern Prussic bezan to appear in the seventeenth century when a Tm:,”‘”‘”

rumber of territories <oy into the hands of the Hohenzollems of Branden- ;_},i; g ON"‘

burz.who.we hanve potcds had ruled in Brandenbure since 1415, In 1618

the Elector of Brander™urz inherited the duchy of Prussia. Another impor-

tntdavelopment oot cd when the old ruling line in Pomerania expired during the Thirty
&

Years" War. %Ithov:‘ Pl sunedes succeeded in taking the better part of Pomerania. includ-
tng the city of Stetiin, i\. i-iector of Brandenburg received at the Peace of Westphalia east-
em Pomerania. Barren. surol, und harborless though it was. it at least had the advantage of
connecting Branderoui s with the Baltic. The Hohenzollerns no sooner obtained it than

they begun to dream 1 mmg it to the duchy of Prussia. a task which required the absorp-
ton of an intermediste o predominantly Slavic area. which was part of Poland. a task
otaccomplished until 772

Hud the duchy 1 P ossig and eastern Pomerania been the only acquisitions of the

Hehenzollerns. their ~t.+2 would have been oriented almost exclusively toward eastern
Europe. But at the Pecoo of Westphalia they received. in addition to eastern Pomerania,
% temitories on the = est hank of the Elbe. Moreover, through the play of inheritance
u‘"‘h on in the Hol }\o auan Empire. the Hohenzollerns had earlier tallen heir.in 1614, 10

¢ small state of Cleves on the Rhine at the Dutch border and a few other small territories
hoin western Germ any. These were separated from the main mass around Brandenburg
b many intermediare German principalities. But they gave the Hohenzollerns a direct
mnmf with the more adyanced regions of western Europe and a base from which larger
ho Mings in the Rhineland were eventually to be built up.

In the <eventeenth century, meanwhile, the dominions of the house of Brandenburg
70 three disconnected territories. The main one was Brandenburg. with ddjomlﬂ‘;

TN und territories along the Elbe. There was a detached eastern territory in duca

ne. To connect
TUssiz and another small detached western territory on and near the Rhi

"

F



1 7 "
Yot Chapter 5§ The Transdornmation ot Pastern Lurope, 1618 174

and unity these three erritorial possessions became the long-range policy of the Branden.
burg house, . S

L I the midst of the Thuty Years” War, in 1610, 0 young man of 20, named Frederick

Willvam K!iu;x'th‘d to these diverse possesstens, Known Jater as the Great

Plector he was the st of the men who shaped modern Prussia, He fag

crown ap under tvinge conditions, Brandenburg was nnc. ol the p;u.r[\ of
Gernums 1o sutter most heavily from the war, s location made it the
stamping cround of Swedish and Flabsburge anmies ln‘lﬁm. i the 22 years singe the
bemmmne of the war, the population of Berhn b Lallen from abaont 14,0060 'f’ about 6,000
Hundreds of vlbapes bad boen wiped oat Wolves rommed over the countryside,

Brodonch SWallvoe concluoded that i his posiion, rithimye oo simadl and apen territory,

without notued frontiors o P abdiy ot detonse n t!.‘]‘.lh.l]z' nust put his main I’L‘ill!ﬂ(.‘&:(m
Aeaempetent amy Wil etlechive aimm

{ cvenal small e could obliee the Stronger states
totake i it thee caliadations and so could enter with same hope of advantage into the
politics of the babmice of power, This Jone remained the provcram of the Hr;tnelcnhurgcrs—
fo Rave an anoy but ne o ise o conserve it with Tovine nid even meerly care, to heep

Moy e and o san therr ends by diplomatic maneuser. Fhey did so by siding
with France against the Habsbuies, or with Sweden against Poland. They aspired also to
the it

C Bt ity of marciave

¢ or electar, but hine, The opportunity camme in 1701, when

he Habsbury coiperor wa preparmg o cater the War of the Spanish Succession, The

smperorrequestad the cleaor of Bumdenburg, who was then Fi cderick HIEL to support him
vt RO o he elector named his price: recomition of himselr, by the CIRPEroT, as
NI I Prosein, The cmperor vielded: the title, at firsy explicithy himited to the |

<ss honor-
ol Branden-
K Labric of the
above all the other German princes.

U oD beeame hine of Prussia, The elector Frederick 1
g became Mg Fredench 1 of Pruss,

Another rent was made in the o
Holy Romuan Brpire. Ther

@b now a German king

' 1B S (I .
i" -. b.!\ ’j. f-,!;i \* -f‘

Phe preoccupation of Prussia with its My was unquestionably defensive
from the horrors of the Thirty Years” War, But it outf
habit and character of the country, Prussia w

Inorigin, arising
asted s cause and became the settled

a8 not unique in the
armed forees, The unigue thing about Prussia was the disproportion

army and the size of the resources on which the army was b
maintain the army, had © direet and plan the
Prussia the originator of the Ustanding™

dtention st paid 1o its
between the size of the
- 2o ased, The goy crnment, (o
life of the country for this purpose. Nor was
army. kept active ip time of peace and always
preparing for war, Most governments imitated Louis X1V ip cstablishing standing armies.

not merely to promote toreign ambitions but to keep armed forces out of the hands of
- ands ¢

nobles and nulitary adventurers and under contro| by the state,

But Prussia was unique in that. more than iy any other
army developed alife of its own, almosy independeny of the
It was older than the Prussian state. In 1657 the Great Ele
battle at Warsaw with soldiers from all parts of his dominigns, Ity
men from Cleves, Brandenburg. and ducal Prussiy had eve
army was the first “all Prussian” institution, Institutions of ¢ _
later and largely to meet the needs of the army. And in later ECNerations the arm "iml?k::
more durable than the state. When Prussia collapsed before Napoleon n 18(‘)6 l); i' r(‘u‘L'[
and morale of the Prussian army carried on; and when the ]!uhcuzullcm cmp.ir:'fi;r:]rlly

The Prccian army country, the

life of the state.
ctor fought a great
vas the firgt time that
“nything together. The
gOvernmeny de

r done
ivilian



crashed m TOISthe army stlbmaintained its life and traditions on into the Weimar Repub-
lic. which again it sunvived. Not until the defeat of Adolf Hitler in the Second \‘L’orldl.W-lr
and the establishment of 4 new republican regime was the army totally subordinated ;n
civiban authoriny - ’
In all countires. to some extent, the machinery of the modern state

developed s domeans ot supporting armed forces, but in Prussia the process ‘\Ln'm;mms.i the
was exeeptionatly clear and simple. In Prussia the rulers drew roughly half  amy

their income tiomn the crown domain and only abouwt half from l;;\c&.. The

crown domuin. consisting of manors and other productive enterprises owned directly by the
f“]” as Jord. woos o ettect o kind of government property, for the Prussian rulers used their
income almost entiredy for state purposes, being personally simple and even Spartan in their
habits. The rulers ¢ Prassia, until a century after the accession of the Great Elector, were
able to pay the w' ole cost of their civil covernment from their own income, the proceeds of
the crown dopan. But to maimtain an army they had to make the domain more productive
and also tind new ircome derived from taxes. To develop the domain and account for and
transfer the fands, they ereated a large body of civilian officials. The domain bulked so large
that much of (d:2 cconomy of the country was not in private hands but consisted of enter-
prises owned d cdministered by the state. For additional income the Great Elector intro-
duced taves of the hind used in France. such as excise taxes on consumers” goods and a
government monepoly on the sale of salt. All taxes, for a century after the accession of the
Great Elector, were levied for the use of the army.

Economic life arew up under government sponsorship, rather than through the enter-
prise of a1 venturesome business class, This was because, for a rural country to maintain an
organized army. productive and technical skills had to be imported, mainly from the West.
The Great Elector in his youth spent a number of years in Holland. where he was
impressed by the wealth and prosperity that he saw, After becoming clector he settled
Swiss and Frisians in Brandenburg (the Frisians werce akin to the Dutch); he welcomed
XIV began to persecute the French Protestants, he pro-
assist the immigration of 20,000 Huguenots to Bran-
a sixth of the population of Berlin and were

Jews from Poland: and when Louis
vided funds and special officials to
denburg. French immigrants for a time formed

the most adyvaneed cormercial element of that comparatively primitive city. The govern-

ment. as in France undes Cothert, initiated and helped to finance various industries: but the
Covernment paricipation wis greater than in France. because the
amount of privatehy oy ned capital available for investment was incomparably less. Mili-
(o cleewhere, dominated the market for goods. because civilian

fary needs, more tian
demand in so poor o oty was relatively Jow: the army. in its requirements for food.

a strong foree in shaping the cconomic growth of the

importance of such

umiforms, and woupais decame

country.
The army hiad - peotound effect also on the social development and

Class structure of Prussic. The civilian middle class remained submissive, MTAJ:J“;;W.mJ
and it became the policy of the rulersto absorb practically the whole landed Pty socithi
aristocracy. the Junhers, into military service. They used the army. with

. means of implementing an “all Prussian” psychol-

CONSCIOUS PUTPOSC. s
ogy in the landed tanilies of Cleves, Brandenburg, pomerania. and the former dominions
artificial combination

of the Teutonic Knights. The fact that Prussia was a very recent and
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ot o natural sentiment, made it all the Morg

of territories, so that identification with it wast ! ‘
fell an duty. obedience, seryig,

necessary to instill loyalty by martial means. Ezmp]']f:\l.s !
and sacritice, That military virtues becanie characteristic of the whole male Prussiap ans.-
; h else. 1o the small size of the population. In France,
conly @ small mimority served ay

tocracy was also due, Jike so muc for

example, with perhaps 50,000 male adult nobles ‘ ; army

ofticers. In Prussia there were few Junker families that did pot have some of their member,

m uniform,

The Great Elector and his successors, like all ahsolutist ruters of the era, repressed the
estates or parliamentary assemblages in which the landed :.tri\tncl'ilt'}’ was the main ¢lemeny.
To mollity the squites, the rulers promised commissions in the army to men of their clays,
Fhiey promised them also a free hand over their peasants, The Prussian monarchy wy,
Frocly hased on an understanding between the ruler and the Landlord gentry —the laer
;i;'l‘;ru;i to aceept the ruler's overnment and to serve in his asmy, m return for holding their
own peasants m hereditary subjection. Serfdom spread in Prussta as elsewhere in eastern
Furope. In Fast Prossia the condition of the peasants becarne as deplorable as im Poland,

The Prussian rulers behieved that the hunkers made better anmy olficers because they
were broueht up in the hubit of comurndime therr own peasants, To preserve the officer
class, legslation forbade the sade of “noble™ linds, that is.munors, 1o persons not noble., In
France, asmn by way of contrast, where manorial rights had become simply a form of
property. bourgeos and even peasants could tegally acquire manors and
enjoy o fordly or “scigneurial™ income. 1 Prussia this was not possible:
classes were frozen by owning noneachanecable forms of property. It was
thus harder tor middle-class persons 1o enter the aristocracy by setting up as
Lnded centry. The bourgeots class i any case had lite spirit of indepen-

dence. Few of the old towns of Germany swere in Prusso the Proussian middle class was
not wesdthy, It was not strong through the possession of private property. The typical
nyddio-ciass man wis an olficial who worked for the savernment as an employee of the
Farec crown donain or m an enterprise subsidized by the state. The civil service in Prussia,
from the days of the Great Elector, became notable for its honesty and efficiency. But the

middle class, more than elsewhere, delerred to the nobles, served the state.

e and stood i awe of the army,

Fredonde Willam These peculiar features of Prussia developed especially under Freder-
ik William Lowho was king from 1713 to 1740, He was an earthy, uncouth
man, who disdained whatever savored of “culture.” to which his father. his

arandfather (the Great Elector), und also his son (Frederick the Great) were all strongly
attracted. He begrudged every penny not spent on the army. He cut the expense of the
rayal houschold by three-fourths. On his coronation Journey to Konigsherg he spent 2547
thalers, where his father had spent tive million. He ruled the country in a fatherly German
way, supervising it like a private estate, prowling the streets of Berlin in an old scedy uni-
form, and disciplining negligent citizens with blows of his walking stick. He worked all
the time and expected everyone else to do likewise, )
pru_\if.fn];zi‘,:,[[:112[:;::?&;?;?!]°u” h‘if. policicx‘ were designed to serve. He was thc:ﬁrjt
) g toappear always in uniform. He rearranged the order of courtly precedence:
moving army olhc'crs up and civilians down. His love of tall soldiers is famous: he col-
lected a special unit, men between 6 and 7 feet tall, from all over Europe, and indeed the

s Tear Pats il S " : - 5 - g caline
Russian Tsar Peter the Great sent him some from Asia. He devised new forms of discipline

and nmnguvcr. fc.)undud a cadet corps to train the sons of the Junkers, and invented a new
\y.\!cm of recruiting (the canton system, long the most effective in Europe), by which each
regiment had 4 particular district or canton assigned to it as a source of soldiers. He raise
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¢ he army from 20000 at his accession 1o 33000 zt his death. During hi
120 \‘-«“""‘"‘ hh: 1 city of 100,000, of whom ra,

ity _j’:; other aity of Europe. He likcvfiw: et to his successo
'47*?“‘”'“‘3_“ ,\ himseli a war chest of 7.000 000 thalers.

;ally po " w-..n.m and war chest Frederiek 1L Luter called the Great, who became
Wi {:i?\: “{?'-r.nm:. Chartes VT of Austnia had just died. His dauchier M
o4l SHS T_i :.g.’;nii}\i\,i mberitance. All Europe was hedging on i fuar-
. :‘ P*,..!““‘ Sanction. While others waited. Frederieh struek,
apdaeee B \w - :1 he mos cd has torces into Sﬂ‘u‘\id, oW
St ’ ,‘; ‘ ::H though doubtful claim. Silesia w

S reign
3 proportion prabably
Ttforhe

20000 were soldie
tought practi-

King in
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