
At last, it seems to me that I have understood why man is the most fortunate living 

thing worthy of all admiration and precisely what rank is his lot in the universal 

chain of being, a rank to be envied not only by the brutes but even by the stars and 

by minds beyond this world. It is a matter past faith and extraordinary! . . . God the 

Father, the Supreme Architect, had already built this cosmic home which we behold 

… But when the work was completed, the Maker kept wishing that there were 

someone who could examine the plan of so great an enterprise, who could love its 

beauty, who could admire its vastness. … He finally took thought of creating man. 

… and placing him in the center of the world, addressed him thus: “O Adam … you 

may have and possess whatever place, form, or abilities you desire. The nature of 

all other beings is limited and constrained in accordance with the laws prescribed 

by us. Constrained by no limits, in accordance with your own free will, in whose 

hands we have placed you, you shall independently determine the bounds of your 

own nature. We have placed you at the world’s center … We have made you 

neither celestial nor terrestrial, neither mortal nor immortal, so that with honor and 

freedom of choice, as though the maker and molder of yourself, you may fashion 

yourself in whatever form you prefer.” 

Source: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man, 1496 


