
Martin Luther, Excerpts from “On the Jews and Their Lies”, 1543 
 
[The Jews] they are nothing but thieves and robbers who daily eat no 
morsel and wear no thread of clothing which they have not stolen and 
pilfered from us by means of their accursed usury … What shall we 
Christians do with this rejected and condemned people, the Jews? I 
shall give you my sincere advice: First, to set fire to their synagogues or 
schools and to bury and cover with dirt whatever will not burn, so that 
no man will ever again see a stone or cinder of them. This is to be done 
in honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that God might see that 
we are Christians. Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and 
destroyed. …. Third, I advise that all their prayer books and Talmudic 
writings, in which such idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy are 
taught, be taken from them … Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be 
forbidden to teach henceforth on pain of loss of life and limb … Fifth, I 
advise that safe-conduct on the highways be abolished completely for 
the Jews. …. Sixth, I advise that usury be prohibited to them, and that 
all cash and treasure of silver and gold be taken from them and put 
aside for safekeeping. …. they remain our daily murderers and 
bloodthirsty foes in their hearts. Their prayers and curses furnish 
evidence of that, as do the many stories which relate their torturing of 
children and all sorts of crimes for which they have often been burned 
at the stake or banished. …. let us emulate the common sense of other 
nations such as France, Spain, Bohemia, etc., compute with them how 
much their usury has extorted from us, divide, divide this amicably, but 
then eject them forever from the country …. so that you and we all can 
be rid of the unbearable, devilish burden of the Jews … With this 
faithful counsel and warning I wish to cleanse and exonerate my 
conscience. 
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