
“On Anglo-Saxon Predominance”- Josiah Strong, 1891 
 

It is not necessary to argue to those for whom I write 

that the two great needs of mankind, that all men may be lifted 

up into the light of the highest Christian civilization, are, first, a 

pure, spiritual Christianity, and second, civil liberty. Without 

controversy, these are the forces which, in the past, have 

contributed most to the elevation of the human race, and they 

must continue to be, in the future, the most efficient ministers to 

its progress. It follows, then, that the Anglo-Saxon, as the great 

representative of these two ideas, the depositary of these two 

greatest blessings, sustains peculiar relations to the world's 

future, is divinely commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his 

brother's keeper. Add to this the fact of his rapidly increasing 

strength in modem times, and we have well-nigh a 

demonstration of his destiny. In 1700 this race numbered less 

than 6,000,000 souls. In 1800, Anglo-Saxons (I use the term 

somewhat broadly to include all English speaking peoples) had 

increased to about 20,500,000, and now, in 1890, they number 

more than 120,000,000, having multiplied almost six-fold in 

ninety years … And the expansion of this race has been no less 

remarkable than its multiplication. In one century the United 

States has increased its territory ten-fold, while the enormous 

acquisition of foreign territory by Great Britain … is wholly 

unparalleled in history. This mighty Anglo-Saxon race, though 

comprising only one-thirteenth part of mankind, now rules more 

than one-third of the earth's surface, and more than one-fourth 

of its people ... 

America is to have the great preponderance of numbers 

and of wealth, and by the logic of events will follow the scepter 

of controlling influence … Mr. Darwin is not only disposed to 

see, in the superior vigor of our people, an illustration of his 

favorite theory of natural selection, but even intimates that the 

world's history thus far has been simply preparatory for our 

future, and tributary to it. He says: "There is apparently much 

truth in the belief that the wonderful progress of the United 

States, as well as the character of the people, are the results of 

natural selection; for the more energetic, restless, and 

courageous men from all parts of Europe have emigrated during 

the last ten or twelve generations to that great country, and have 

there succeeded best … 

There is abundant reason to believe that the Anglo-

Saxon race is to be, is, indeed, already becoming, more effective 

here than in the mother country. The marked superiority of this 

race is due, in large measure, to its highly mixed origin … The 

ancient Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Romans, were all mixed 

races. Among modem races, the most conspicuous example is 

afforded by the Anglo-Saxons ... There is here a new 

commingling of races … which may be expected to improve the 

stock, and aid it to a higher destiny … Concerning our future, 

Herbert Spencer says: "One great result is, I think, tolerably 

clear. From biological truths it is to be inferred that the eventual 

mixture of the allied varieties of the Aryan race, forming the 

population, will produce a more powerful type of man than has 

hitherto existed, and a type of man more plastic, more 

adaptable, more capable of undergoing the modifications needful 

for complete social life. I think, whatever difficulties they may 

have to surmount, and whatever tribulations they may have to 

pass through, the Americans may reasonably look forward to a 

time when they will have produced a civilization grander than 

any the world has known." 

Among the most striking features of the Anglo-Saxon is 

his money-making power - a power of increasing importance in 

the widening commerce of the world's future. We have seen … 

that, although England is by far the richest nation of Europe, we 

[Americans] have already outstripped her in the race after 

wealth, and we have only begun the development of our vast 

resources. 

[The Anglo-Saxon’s] unequaled energy, his indomitable 

perseverance, and his personal independence, made him a 

pioneer. He excels all others in pushing his way into new 

countries. It was those in whom this tendency was strongest that 

came to America, and this inherited tendency has been further 

developed by the westward sweep of successive generations 

across the continent … Charles Dickens once said that the 



typical American would hesitate to enter heaven unless assured 

that he could go farther west. 

[The Anglo-Saxon] is developing in the United States an 

energy which, in eager activity and effectiveness, is peculiarly 

American. This is due partly to the fact that Americans are much 

better fed than Europeans, and partly to the undeveloped 

resources of a new country, but more largely to our climate, 

which acts as a constant stimulus … Moreover, our social 

institutions are stimulating. In Europe the various ranks of 

society are, like the strata of the earth, fixed and fossilized. 

There can be no great change without a terrible upheaval, a 

social earthquake. Here society is like the waters of the sea, 

mobile; as General Garfield said, and so signally illustrated in his 

own experience, that which is at the bottom today may one day 

flash on the crest of the highest wave. Every one is free to 

become whatever he can make of himself; free to transform 

himself from a rail splitter or a tanner or a canal-boy, into the 

nation's President. Our aristocracy, unlike that of Europe, is 

open to all comers. Wealth, position, influence, are prizes 

offered for energy; and every farmer's boy, every apprentice and 

clerk, every friendless and penniless immigrant, is free to enter 

the lists. Thus many causes co-operate to produce here the most 

forceful and tremendous energy in the world. 

What is the significance of such facts? These tendencies 

infold the future; they are the mighty alphabet with which God 

writes his prophecies. May we not, by a careful laying together 

of the letters, spell out something of his meaning? It seems to me 

that God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-

Saxon race for an hour sure to come in the world's future. 

Heretofore there has always been in the history of the world a 

comparatively unoccupied land westward, into which the 

crowded countries of the East have poured their surplus 

populations. But the widening waves of migration, which 

millenniums ago rolled east and west from the valley of the 

Euphrates, meet today on our Pacific coast. There are no more 

new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are 

limited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the 

pressure of population on the means of subsistence will be felt 

here as it is now felt in Europe and Asia. Then will the world 

enter upon a new stage of its history-the final competition of 

races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled. Long before 

the thousand millions are here, the mighty centrifugal tendency, 

inherent in this stock and strengthened in the United States, will 

assert itself. Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the 

majesty of numbers and the might of wealth behind it-the 

representative, let us hope, of the largest liberty, the purest 

Christianity, the highest civilization - having developed peculiarly 

aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon 

mankind, will spread itself over the earth. If I read not amiss, this 

powerful race will move down upon Mexico, down upon 

Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, over 

upon Africa and beyond. And can any one doubt that the results 

of this competition of races will be the "survival of the fittest?" 

… Nothing can save the inferior race but a ready and pliant 

assimilation. 

 

  



 

“The Rhodes Colossus, Striding from Cape Town to Cairo”, 1892 
 

At age 23, Cecil Rhodes wrote: "Why should we not form a secret society with but one object, the furtherance of the British Empire and the bringing 

of the whole world under British rule, for the recovery of the United States, for making the Anglo Saxon race but one Empire? What a dream, but 

yet it is probable, it is possible." By 1888, Rhodes’ diamond company in Cape Colony (modern-day South Africa), Rhodes De Beers Consolidated 

Mines, was the leading diamond company in the world and controlled 90% of global diamond production. By 1890 Rhodes was Prime Minister of 

Cape Colony. He declared: "Africa is still lying ready for us. It is our duty to take it" and he ruthlessly followed his plan "to make the world English."  

 
Artist rendering of The Colossus of Rhodes, a giant statue that straddled the 
entrance to the port of the island of Rhodes in Ancient Greece, destroyed 
by earthquake in 226 BC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“The Rhodes Colossus, Striding from Cape Town to Cairo”  “Colossus of the Pacific” reprinted from Chicago Tribune, August 24, 1898. 
Punch, Dec. 10, 1892. 
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 “The White Man’s Burden” - Rudyard Kipling, 1899 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Send forth the best ye breed-- 
Go bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captives' need; 
To wait in heavy harness, 
On fluttered folk and wild-- 
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 
Half-devil and half-child. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
In patience to abide, 
To veil the threat of terror 
And check the show of pride; 
By open speech and simple, 
An hundred times made plain 
To seek another's profit, 
And work another's gain. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
The savage wars of peace-- 
Fill full the mouth of Famine 
And bid the sickness cease; 
And when your goal is nearest 
The end for others sought, 
Watch sloth and heathen Folly 
Bring all your hopes to nought. 
 
 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 
No tawdry rule of kings, 
But toil of serf and sweeper-- 
The tale of common things. 
The ports ye shall not enter, 
The roads ye shall not tread, 
Go mark them with your living, 
And mark them with your dead. 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
And reap his old reward: 
The blame of those ye better, 
The hate of those ye guard-- 
The cry of hosts ye humour 
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:-- 
"Why brought he us from bondage, 
Our loved Egyptian night?" 
 
Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Ye dare not stoop to less-- 
Nor call too loud on Freedom 
To cloke your weariness; 
By all ye cry or whisper, 
By all ye leave or do, 
The silent, sullen peoples 
Shall weigh your gods and you. 
 
 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 
Have done with childish days-- 
The lightly proferred laurel, 
The easy, ungrudged praise. 
Comes now, to search your manhood 
Through all the thankless years 
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom, 
The judgment of your peers! 
 

 
“The Brown Man's Burden” - Henry Labouchère, 1899 

 
Pile on the brown man's burden  
To gratify your greed;  
Go, clear away the "niggers"  
Who progress would impede;  
Be very stern, for truly  
'Tis useless to be mild  
With new-caught, sullen peoples,  
Half devil and half child. 
 
Pile on the brown man's burden;  
And, if ye rouse his hate,  
Meet his old-fashioned reasons  
With Maxims* up to date.  
With shells and dumdum bullets  
A hundred times made plain  
The brown man's loss must ever  
Imply the white man's gain.  
 
Pile on the brown man's burden,  
compel him to be free;  
Let all your manifestoes  
Reek with philanthropy.  
And if with heathen folly  
He dares your will dispute,  
Then, in the name of freedom,  
Don't hesitate to shoot.  
 

Pile on the brown man's burden,  
And if his cry be sore,  
That surely need not irk you--  
Ye've driven slaves before.  
Seize on his ports and pastures,  
The fields his people tread;  
Go make from them your living,  
And mark them with his dead.  
 
Pile on the brown man's burden,  
Nor do not deem it hard  
If you should earn the rancor  
Of those ye yearn to guard.  
The screaming of your Eagle  
Will drown the victim's sob--  
Go on through fire and slaughter.  
There's dollars in the job.  
 
Pile on the brown man's burden,  
And through the world proclaim  
That ye are Freedom's agent--  
There's no more paying game!  
And, should your own past history  
Straight in your teeth be thrown,  
Retort that independence  
Is good for whites alone.  
 

Pile on the brown man's burden,  
With equity have done;  
Weak, antiquated scruples  
Their squeamish course have run,  
And, though 'tis freedom's banner  
You're waving in the van,  
Reserve for home consumption  
The sacred "rights of man"!  
 
And if by chance ye falter,  
Or lag along the course,  
If, as the blood flows freely,  
Ye feel some slight remorse,  
Hie ye to Rudyard Kipling,  
Imperialism's prop,  
And bid him, for your comfort,  
Turn on his jingo stop. 
 
* machine guns  

  



 

Platform of the American Anti-lmperialist League, 1899 

Most Americans supported overseas expansion, but many of the nation's most illustrious citizens - including Andrew 
Carnegie and William James, were appal1ed by American imperialism. In 1899 they founded the American Anti-
Imperialist League in order to campaign against the occupation of Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippine Islands. In 
February, 1899, the Filipinos revolted against American rule and were suppressed in 1902 only after a bloody, ruthless 
guerrilla war. 

We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty and tends toward militarism, an evil from which it has 
been our glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all 
men, of whatever race or color, are entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We maintain that governments 
derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is "criminal 
aggression" and open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our Government.  

We earnestly condemn the policy of the present National Administration in the Philippines. It seeks to extinguish the spirit 
of 1776 in those islands. We deplore the sacrifice of our soldiers and sailors, whose bravery deserves admiration even in an 
unjust war. We denounce the slaughter of the Filipinos as a needless horror. We protest against the extension of American 
sovereignty by Spanish methods … 

The United States have always protested against the doctrine of international law which permits the subjugation of the weak 
by the strong. A self-governing state cannot accept sovereignty over an unwilling people. The United States cannot act upon 
the ancient heresy that might makes right.  

… Much as we abhor the war of "criminal aggression" in the Philippines, … we more deeply resent the betrayal of 
American institutions at home … The foe is of our own household. The attempt of 1861 was to divide the country. That of 
1899 is to destroy its fundamental principles and noblest ideals.  

Whether the ruthless slaughter of the Filipinos shall end next month or next year is but an incident in a contest that must go 
on until the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States are rescued from the hands of their 
betrayers … 

We deny that the obligation of all citizens to support their Government in times of grave National peril applies to the 
present situation. If an Administration may with impunity ignore the issues upon which it was chosen, deliberately create a 
condition of war anywhere on the face of the globe, debauch the civil service for spoils to promote the adventure, organize a 
truth-suppressing censorship and demand of all citizens a suspension of judgment and their unanimous support while it 
chooses to continue the fighting, representative government itself is imperiled.  

We propose to contribute to the defeat of any person or party that stands for the forcible subjugation of any people.  We 
shall oppose for reelection all who in the White House or in Congress betray American liberty in pursuit of un-American 
ends … 

We hold, with Abraham Lincoln, that "no man is good enough to govern another man without that other's consent. When 
the white man governs himself, that is self-government, but when he governs himself and also governs another man, that is 
more than self-government - that is despotism." "Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has planted in us. Our 
defense is in the spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men in all lands. Those who deny freedom to others deserve 
it not for themselves, and under a just God cannot long retain it."  

We cordially invite the cooperation of all men and women who remain loyal to the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United States. 

  



 

“The First Open Door Note” 
U.S. Department of State, Washington, D.C. 

September 6, 1899 
 

At the time when the Government of the United States was informed by that of Germany that it had leased from His Majesty 
the Emperor of China the port of Kiao-chao and the adjacent territory in the province of Shantung, assurances were given to 
the ambassador of the United States at Berlin by the Imperial German minister for foreign affairs that the rights and 
privileges insured by treaties with China to citizens of the United States would not thereby suffer or be in anywise impaired 
within the area over which Germany had thus obtained control.  

More recently, however, the British Government recognized by a formal agreement with Germany the exclusive right of the 
latter country to enjoy in said leased area and the contiguous "sphere of influence or interest" certain privileges, more 
especially those relating to railroads and mining enterprises; but as the exact nature and extent of the rights thus recognized 
have not been clearly defined, it is possible that serious conflicts of interest may at any time arise not only between British 
and German subjects within said area, but that the interests of our citizens may also be jeopardized thereby.  

Earnestly desirous to remove any cause of irritation and to insure at the same time to the commerce of all nations in China 
the undoubted benefits which should accrue from a formal recognition by the various powers claiming "spheres of interest" 
that they shall enjoy perfect equality of treatment for their commerce and navigation within such "spheres," the 
Government of the United States would be pleased to see His German Majesty's Government give formal assurances, and 
lend its cooperation in securing like assurances from the other interested powers, that each, within its respective sphere of 
whatever influence--  

First. Will in no way interfere with any treaty port or any vested interest within any so-called "sphere of interest" or leased 
territory it may have in China.  

Second. That the Chinese treaty tariff of the time being shall apply to all merchandise landed or shipped to all such ports as 
are within said "sphere of interest" (unless they be "free ports"), no matter to what nationality it may belong, and that duties 
so leviable shall be collected by the Chinese Government.  

Third. That it will levy no higher harbor dues on vessels of another nationality frequenting any port in such "sphere" than 
shall be levied on vessels of its own nationality, and no higher railroad charges over lines built, controlled, or operated 
within its "sphere" on merchandise belonging to citizens or subjects of other nationalities transported through such "sphere" 
than shall be levied on similar merchandise belonging to its own nationals transported over equal distances.  

 


