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[The Prussian nobility] has sacrificed its life and goods for the service of the 
state, its loyalty and merit have earned it the protection of all its rulers, and it 
is one of the duties [of the ruler] to aid those [noble] families which have 
become impoverished in order to keep them in possession of their lands: for 
they are to be regarded as the pedestals and the pillars of the state. In such a 
state no factions or rebellions need be feared … it is one goal of the policy of 
this state to preserve the nobility. 
 
A well conducted government must have an underlying concept so well 
integrated that it could be likened to a system of philosophy. All actions taken 
must be well-reasoned, and all financial, political and military matters must 
flow towards one goal: which is the strengthening of the state and the 
furthering of its power. However, such a system can flow but from a single 
brain, and this must be that of the sovereign. … [A] sovereign is not elevated 
to his high position, supreme power has not been confined to him in order 
that he may live in lazy luxury, enriching himself by the labor of the people, 
being happy while everyone else suffers. The sovereign is the first servant of 
the state. He is well paid in order that he may sustain the dignity of his office, 
but one demands that he work efficiently for the good of the state, and that 
he, at the very least, pay personal attention to the most important problems. 
 


