
Americans 32.1: The Nixon Administration   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

1. What was Nixon’s goal regarding the size and power of the federal government? 

2. What was the goal of Nixon’s New Federalism and how it try to implement it? 

3. How did revenue sharing increase the power of state and local governments? 

4. What was the Family Assistance Plan? Why did liberals oppose it? Why did conservatives oppose it? 

5. What federal New Deal and Great Society programs did the Nixon Administration expand? 

6. What is impoundment? What did federal courts decide about this practice? 

7. What LBJ War on Poverty program did Nixon abolish? 

8. What sometimes illegal methods did Nixon use to attack the liberal left-wing in his pursuit of “law and order”? 

9. Who was Nixon’s vice-president? 

10. What was the Southern Strategy? 

11. How did Nixon hope to attract white voters in the South? 

12. What percentage of Southern schools were desegregated in 1969? … in 1972? 

13. What did the Supreme Court rule in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education? 

14. Who replaced Chief Justice Earl Warren in 1969? 

15. What is stagflation? What were several causes of it? 



16. Why did OPEC embargo oil exports to the US? What happened to the price of oil as a result? 

17. What drastic action did Nixon take in August 1971 in an effort to stop inflation? 

18. What did Nixon prefer to domestic policy? 

19. Define realpolitik. Who was guided by this philosophy? 

20. Define détente. 

21. Where did Nixon go and who did he meet with in February 1972? 

22. Where did Nixon go and who did he meet with in May 1972? 

23. What treaty did Nixon and Brezhnev sign and what did it do? 

Americans 32.2: Watergate: Nixon’s Downfall   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

24. What did the House Judiciary Committee meet to consider on July 25, 1974? What happened before Congress could 

act of its recommendation? 

25. How many government officials were imprisoned as a result of the Watergate scandal? 

26. How did Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. say the presidency by the time of Nixon? 

27. Name Nixon’s advisory team. 

 

White House Chief of Staff: 

 

Chief Domestic Adviser: 

 

 

Former Attorney General: 

28. Why did Nixon’s campaign team break into the Democratic National Committee’s headquarters at the Watergate 

complex? 



29. What was CRP (aka CREEP)? 

30. What steps were taken to cover up the break-in? What did the White House ask the CIA to do? 

31. Who were the two Washington Post reporters who kept up the investigation? 

32. Who was the Watergate trial’s presiding federal judge? 

33. What did James McCord (who led the break-in) hint at? How did Nixon respond to McCord’s allegations? 

34. What truth bomb did former White House lawyer John Dean drop during a Senate testimony in June 1973? 

35. What truth bomb did presidential aide Alexander Butterfield drop? 

36. How did the press refer to the Nixon firings of Attorney General Elliot Richardson and Deputy Attorney General 

William Ruckelhaus (the nation’s top two law enforcement officials)? They were fired over their refusal to do what? 

37. What did Vice President Spiro Agnew do just days before this event? 

38. What did the Supreme Court order Nixon to do in the case of Nixon v. United States? 

39. What did Nixon proclaim during a November 1973 press conference? 

40. What crimes did the House charge the president with? 

41. What was missing when Nixon released the tapes? 

42. What did Nixon do on August 8, 1974? 

43. How did Vietnam and Watergate affect the American public’s attitudes about public government officials? 



Americans 32.3: The Ford and Carter Years   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

44.  What shocking action did President Gerald Ford take just a month after Nixon resigned? 

45. What did Ford declare when he took office? 

46. What big problem did Ford face when he took office? 

47. What was WIN? What did he call on Americans to do? Did it work? 

48. What was Ford’s greatest presidential accomplishment? What did these agreements do? 

49. Why was the mission rescue the Mayaguez from the Cambodian communist Khmer Rouge government criticized? 

50. What did Carter promise? 

51. What crippled Carter’s effectiveness in government? 

52. What was the most important issue facing the nation in Carter’s opinion? What was the largest part of this problem? 

53. What did the National Energy Act do? 

54. What did Carter complain about in his “malaise” speech? 

55. What was a key factor in Reagan’s capture of the White House in 1980? 

56. What are some industries that make up the service sector? 

57. Which industry was especially hard-hit by economic changes in the 1970s? 

58. On what social issue did Carter have a good track record? 



59. What was the Supreme Court’s ruling in Regents of the University of California v. Bakke? 

60. What did Carter try to promote through his foreign policy? 

61. What did the United States decide would happen on December 31, 1999? 

62. What aggressive action did the Soviets take in December 1979? 

63. The leaders of which two nations signed the Camp David Accords? 

64. Who led the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran? 

65. What did Iranian revolutionaries do on November 4, 1979? How many days did this situation last? 

Americans 32.4: Environmental Activism   Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______ 

66. What was in Love Canal, New York? 

67. What book began the environmental movement, and who was its author? 

68. What occurred on April 22, 1970? 

69. What federal agency did Nixon create in 1970, and what are this agency’s responsibilities? 

70. What environmental laws were passed in the decade of the 1970s? 

71. What was discovered in Alaska in 1968? 

72. What happened at Three Mile Island in 1979? How did the government respond to this episode? 

73. Why was a federal dam project in Tennessee halted? 


