
American Experience: “The Pilgrims”  Name: _______________________________ Date: _______ 

 

1. The Pilgrims were on a journey towards ______________________. 

2. On September 6th, 1620, an aging 180-ton ship called the __________________ weighed anchor 

off Plymouth off the south coast of England, and set out on her own across the North Atlantic. 

3. Fewer than ______ of the 102 passengers were adult men. 

4. Jamestown was founded in __________ and Plymouth was founded in __________. 

5. William Bradford had this profound sense as a 12-year-old that the congregation he was a  

 

part of was corrupt, that the _____________ was moving them in a direction that was not right.  

6. By 1603, Bradford was fully committed to the radical idea that the true love of God might  

 

mean ________________________ from the Church of England altogether. 

7. Where did Bradford and Leiden first lead their followers? 

 

8. In 1613, William Bradford’s marriage to Dorothy May was the beginning of the separation of  

 

________________ and _____________. 

9. Europe was on the verge of an enormous conflict: the _______________________________ War.  

10. There were only ______ passengers on board the Mayflower. 

11. The Mayflower travelled about ____ miles an hour across the Atlantic. 

12. The Pilgrims arrived off the coast of Cape Cod about _______ miles off-course. 

13. On the morning of November 11th, 1620, the ______________________ was offered up for 

signature.  

14. Why did the Pilgrims not find people when they landed? 

 

15. How did the Pilgrims view native people? 

 

16. What happened to Dorothy while Bradford was with the scouting party? 

 

17. By the spring of 1621, ________ of the Pilgrims were dead. 

18. Who did the Pilgrims meet on March 16, 1621? 



19. By October, they had managed to bring in a successful harvest of corn and celebrated. No one  

 

at the time called it __________________________.  

20. Why did Weston criticize the Pilgrims? 

 

21. None of the 60 new colonists were ___________________________. They had come to set up what  

 

amounted to a rival ______________________________. 

22. What did the Pilgrims learn had taken place at Jamestown? 

 

23. The bloodshed at Wessagussett was a watershed -- permanently altering the 

 

_______________________________ in the region -- in favor of the Pilgrims and the Wampanoags. 

24. In 1626, the investors in London filed for _______________________.  

25. What product did the Pilgrims make a profit from? Where did they have to go to find it? 

 

26. What new community was founded in 1630? 

 

27. Was Plymouth successful in Bradford’s opinion? Why or why not? Elaborate. 

 

 

 

 

28. How many years did Bradford serve as governor of Plymouth? 

 

29. Within 15 years of his death, there were _________________ English settlers in __________ towns  

 

along the New England coast, and fewer than _______________ Native Americans left in half a 

dozen tribes, and only at most 1,000 Wampanoags.  

30. In 1675, Massasoit's own son, Metacom -- called _____________ by the settlers -- helped lead a 

desperate last-ditch effort to drive the English colonists from their territory. 

31. What happened to Bradford’s book during the Revolutionary War? 

 

32. Who established Thanksgiving as a national holiday? 

 

33. When did the manuscript finally return to Massacusetts? 


