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1. What is the Third Estate? Everything. 
2. What has it been until now in the political order? Nothing. 
3. What does it want? To become something. … 

 
In the present state of affairs public offices can ... be ranked in four well-
known categories: the Sword [the army], the Robe [the courts], the Church, 
and the Administration. Detailed analysis is not necessary to show that Third 
Estate makes up everywhere 19/20ths of their number, except that it is 
charged with all the really hard work, all the work that the privileged order 
refuses to perform. … [The Third Estate is] told, “Whatever your services, 
whatever your talents, you will only go so far and no further. Honors are not 
for your sort.” … 
 
Who therefore dares to say that the Third Estate does not contain within itself 
all that is needed to form a complete Nation? The Third Estate is like a strong 
and robust man with one arm still in chains. If we remove the privileged order, 
the Nation will not be something less but something more. Thus, what is the 
Third Estate? All, but an all that is shackled and oppressed. What would it be 
without the privileged order? All, but an all that is free and flourishing. 
Nothing can be done without it [the Third Estate}; everything would be 
infinitely better without the other two orders. … 
 
It is impossible to say what place the two privileged orders ought to occupy in 
the social order: this is the equivalent of asking what place one wishes to 
assign to a malignant tumor that torments and undermines the strength of 

the body of a sick person. It must be neutralized. We must re-establish the 
health and working of all the organs so thoroughly that they are no longer 
susceptible to these fatal schemes that are capable of sapping the most 
essential principles of vitality. 
 


