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UNIT 10: CONTEMPORARY CONFLICTS 
Reading Guide 65: The People’s Republic of China  

 
Directions: Complete each question after reading. 
 
35.5: China: Reform and Reaction 

 Objective A: Summarize Mao Zedong’s rule. 

1. Mao’s Attempts to Change China 

Mao’s Programs Program Result 

    

   

    

  

    

  

 

 Objective B: Explain changes under Deng Xiaoping. 

2. Why might Zhou have chosen to open relations with the United States? 

 

 

 

3. Are Deng’s Four Modernizations consistent with communism? 

 

 

 

 Objective C: Describe China’s democracy movement. 

4. Discuss in detail the events which took place in Tiananmen Square, Beijing in 1989. 

 

 

 

 

 Objective D: Discuss the relationship between economic and political change in China. 

5. Why might China have promised to respect Hong Kong’s economic system and political liberties for 50 years? 
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6. Do you think the best way to prompt political change in China is through greater engagement or isolation? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Reflect back on the 2008 Beijing Olympics and make a prediction about their impact on China’s future. Do you feel the success of the 

games has strengthened the rule of the Chinese Communist Party who organized the Olympics, or do you feel the increased global 

awareness and attention which the games brought to China will lead to more democratic reforms in coming years? 


